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Mission Statement
• It is the mission of the Crime Victims Board 

to:
– provide compensation to innocent 

victims of crime in a timely, efficient and 
compassionate manner,

– fund direct services to crime victims via 
a network of community-based 
programs, and

– advocate for the rights and benefits of 
all innocent victims of crime.



OVERVIEW OF CHAPTER 173 OF 
LAWS OF 2006

• BACKGROUND
• Article 22 of the Executive Law establishing the 

Crime Victims Board was enacted in 1966 to 
establish a system by which innocent victims of 
crime could receive compensation and medical 
treatment for their losses sustained as a result 
of the crime.

• Article 23 of the Executive Law was enacted in 
1985 to codify fair treatment standards for 
crime victims.  The purpose of the statute was 
to ensure that crime victims were made aware 
of the availability of services of the Crime 
Victims Board and other social service agencies, 
and to keep crime victims apprised of the status 
of prosecutions of their perpetrators.



ENACTMENT OF CHAPTER 173 OF 
LAWS OF 2006

• Chapter 173 of the Laws of 2006 amends 
Article 22, Section 625-a of the Executive Law, 
and adds a new section 625-b, to the Executive 
Law:

• "Every Victim who reports a crime in any 
manner whatsoever shall be given notice about 
the rights of crime victims and the existence of 
all relevant local victim's assistance programs 
and services pursuant to [new] Section 625-b 
of this article"  Exec L. 625-a 

• ALL police officers, county sheriffs' 
departments and state police officers must 
notify crime victims of the existence of 
programs designed to assist crime victims Exec 
L. 625-b



• Effective immediately, every primary 
investigation report shall indicate that 
victims have been informed of their 
rights as crime victims and of the 
existence of all relevant victim 
assistance programs and services. Exec 
L. 625-b

• Effective July 26, 2007, ALL  state or 
municipal forms for a police primary 
investigation report shall include a 
space to indicate that the victim did or 
did not receive information on victims 
rights, crime victims board assistance 
and relevant local assistance available 
to crime victims.  Exec L. 625-b
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• The Act adds a new subdivision 4 to 
Section 646-a of the Executive Law:

• Annual Report:  Every District Attorney's 
office in the state shall complete an 
annual form, to be developed by DCJS 
and CVB, to report compliance with 
Exec. Law 625-b.  The report must be 
filed by January 1 of each year.

• A copy of the report shall be maintained 
by each District Attorney, and shall be 
made available for inspection by any 
crime victim free of charge.  Any other 
person requesting a copy of the report 
must pay a fee equal to the cost of 
reproduction thereof.







• Law Enforcement must give cards to all 
victims of felony and misdemeanor crimes

• If there is any doubt, give it out

• Write in the name of an appropriate VAP, if 
you are aware of one, that can best serve 
the victim.

• For Law Enforcement Agencies ONLY, when 
you need additional cards, fax your request 
on your letterhead to Customer Service 
Group at DCJS at (518) 457-6109



There Are 3 Steps Toward
Receiving CVB Compensation

• Complete the CVB claim 
application form.

• Meet the eligibility 
requirements as defined by 
statute.

• Incur a compensable out-of-
pocket loss or have potential to 
incur one at a later time.



New York State 
Crime Victims Board

Claim 
Application















Who May Be Eligible
• Victims sustaining personal physical injury.

• Elderly (60 and over), children (under 18)  
or disabled victims of a crime who have 
suffered a loss or damage to articles of 
essential personal property. 

• The surviving spouse, parent, grandparent, 
stepparent, child, stepchild, guardian, 
siblings, step-siblings or person dependent 
upon the victim who died as a direct result 
of a crime. 



Who May Be Eligible - continued
• A person who has paid or incurred the burial 

expenses of an innocent victim who died as a 
direct result of a crime.

• A child (under 18) victim  or a child who 
witnesses a crime or their parent, guardian or 
sibling.

• Children under age 18 or incompetent 
dependents must have a parent, guardian, 
conservator, committee or attorney file on their 
behalf. 



Who May Be Eligible - continued

• A victim of unlawful imprisonment in 
the first degree or kidnapping in the 
first or second degree. 

• Victims of certain stalking offenses.



Eligibility Determination
• Is based on aspects of both the victim 

and the crime. 

• Victim components may include:
– Conduct relating to the crime.
– Cooperation with law enforcement 

and CVB.
– Physical injury.
– Age.
– Disability.



Compensation BenefitsCompensation Benefits
• Cost of repair or replacement of essential personal 

property lost, damaged or destroyed as the direct result 
of a crime up to $500 (including $100 maximum for 
cash). 

• Expenses for medical or other related services not 
covered by other insurance or benefit programs. 

• Counseling services.

• Occupational rehabilitation expenses.

• Lost earnings (PI) or loss of support (Death) up to $600 
per week and up to a total maximum of $30,000.

• Burial expenses up to $6,000.



Compensation Benefits - continued
• Cost of residing at or utilizing the services of a domestic 

violence shelter.

• Transportation expenses for necessary court 
appearances in connection with the prosecution of the 
crime. 

• Crime scene cleanup expenses and/or securing a crime 
scene up to $2,500.

• Under certain claims, attorney fees for representation 
before the Board (maximum of $1,000).

• Moving expenses (maximum of $2,500).



Compensation Benefits - continued
• Lost, damaged or destroyed property up 

to $5,000 for the victim of a crime who 
has acted as a Good Samaritan by 
attempting to prevent a crime, lawfully 
apprehend the perpetrator of a crime, or 
assist a police officer in making an arrest.  

• Reasonable burial expenses without 
regard to financial difficulty when a police 
officer or firefighter dies from injuries 
received in the line of duty as a direct 
result of a crime. 



Emergency Benefits May Be Granted
• On claims for which an award probably will be made, 

and undue hardship will result to the claimant if 
immediate payment is not made. The maximum 
allowable for an emergency awards is $2,500. 

• For HIV prophylaxis
• Loss of earnings if a victim is disabled from the injuries 

sustained during the crime and cannot work
• Loss of Support if a victim is killed and he was supporting 

other persons prior to his death. 
• Funeral Benefits if a funeral director requires a down 

payment or payment up front 
• Moving Expenses if the claimant must flee or leave their 

home due to the crime.
• Crime scene clean up or securing a crime scene if damage 

was done to permanent fixtures that were rendered 
unusable or uncleanable by the crime, the processing of 
the crime scene, or by being taken into evidence.



Emergency Award Procedures

• No Emergency Awards are given 
for Essential Personal Property 



What  Law Enforcement can do to assist victims 
who apply for compensation:  
• Please be sure the police report contains any notice of 

personal injury and report your observation on red 
marks, bruises, etc. including how these injuries were 
received 

• If children are present, be sure they are listed on the 
police report.

• If you are contacted by CVB, please return calls.  CVB 
will be asking questions which are necessary to 
complete the eligibility determination.  Often CVB Claim 
Specialists will ask police officers questions like was the 
victim involved in illegal activity at the time of the 
crime, did the victim instigate the fight or argument, 
was the victim charged with anything for this incident, 
was a motive established, did the victim cooperate with 
the police investigation etc.



Local Services to Crime Victims
• In 1981, CVB began funding a network of local 

victim assistance programs to serve victims 
who were otherwise not eligible for 
compensation benefits.

• Today there are 193 contracts between local 
victim assistance programs and the NYS Crime 
Victims Board.

• The majority of funding to support these 
contracts are federal Victim of Crime Act 
(VOCA) funds.  These funds are derived from 
federal fines, fees and forfeitures and not tax 
dollars.



Local Victim Assistance Programs
• Each county has access to  Victim Assistance Programs 

(VAP) supported by the NYS Crime Victims Board 
through grant funding.  In some counties there are 
multiple programs serving various populations of crime 
victims.  Not all VAP’s are funded by CVB.  The most 
appropriate VAP information should be provided to the 
victim. 

• The NYS Crime Victims Board website 
(www.cvb.state.ny.us) has a complete listing of CVB 
funded victim assistance programs by county.

• Each Law Enforcement Agency should make contact 
with VAP’s in their catchment area to establish  or 
enhance relationships. 

http://www.cvb.state.ny.us/


Crime Victims Board Information

Contact Us
(518) 457-8727     Albany
(718) 923-4326   Brooklyn 
(716) 847-7992     Buffalo
(800) 247-8035 toll free

www.cvb.state.ny.us



Crime Victims Board Information

Kim Spoonhower
Program Monitor
One Columbia Circle, Suite 200
Albany, NY 12203
(518) 457-5001
kimspoonhower@cvb.state.ny.us

mailto:kimspoonhower@cvb.state.ny.us


QUESTIONS?



Thank you!
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